The autumn meeting will be held at the Zoological Society, Regents Park on 14 November J 975. If you want to present a paper get in touch with the Secretary, Mr P. Eaton, 01-3857709, or send a title and short summary (address on first page). If sufficient material is forthcoming the theme of the meeting will be 'Automation in the Animal House'. If you can contribute on any aspect of labour saving relevant to the present economic climate, or experience of tried and tested methods please get in touch. The half hour delivery is not sacrosanct and shorter papers would be acq:pted.
The,spring meeting for next year will be a symposium at the University of Surrey on 'Environmental streSs factors in animals under experiment'. The tentative dates are 8 and 9 April. Any aspect of unwanted variables in animals under experiment is relevant but facts and figures are essential.
STUDY GROUPS
The study groups are being encouraged by Council to diversify. Pathology continues under Maurice Lancaster but John Cooper has recently taken over the Infectious Diseases group. It will be expanded so that Disease embraces other than microbial infection and membership is open to all paid up LASA members. Douglas Knight has offered to set up a Laboratory Investigation group with the aim of agreeing comparable technical standards for those engaged in laboratory diagnostic methods. Michael Festing would be pleased to convene a Genetics group to include not only those who know something about it but also those concerned with defining the genotype despite expertise in different fields. The study groups meet informally, usually 3-4 times a year, and meetings can be slanted to suit the topic. Bring along a grievance, a query or a new idea. Contributions have no fixed length and the aim is to get ideas discussed and talked out. Healthy study groups will do much to improve the content of the main LASA meetings.
RAT CAGES AND THE HOME OFFICE Last year there was some discussion on whether rats should be housed in cages 25 cm (10 in) high rather than in the more usual 20 cm (8 in) high ones. Because of their interest in the welfare of laboratory animals, several Home Office Inspectors took part in the debate, where their wide knowledge of current British practice made their views of particular interest.
LASA wrote to the Home Office seeking their official view on the subject. In reply the Home Office made it clear that it 'does not lay down precise standards or measurements for animal caging, although in our Guidance Notes we recommend certain optima in this respect'.
It is to be hoped that those supervising premises registered for animal experimentation under the Cruelty to Animals Act will listen seriously to all informed advice on laboratory animal husbandry. However, it is clear that the responsibility for the proper management of these premises lies solely with the supervisors, and that it is their duty (0 decide what is appropriate for their situation. This mayor may not include the provision of a proportion of larger cages for older or larger rats. The Home Office would become officially involved only if the consequent standard of husbandry failed to meet the requirements of registration (see Guidance Notes G3 item 2 and Appendix 11).
Further information may be sought from the Honorary Secretary of LASA.
REAPPEARANCE OF THE MARBURG AGENT The death in February of a young man holidaying in South Africa, followed by the serious illness of his companion and of an attending nurse, seems to have been due to the Marburg virus. It is believed that the man and his friend had been in contact with a variety of animals in South Africa and Rhodesia, but not with any monkeys (Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 24, 89-90).
It has been suggested that some of the monkeys involved in the Marburg incident itself had been collected from islands in Lake Victoria, an unusual source.
VI ICLA SYMPOSIUM
The International Committee on Laboratory Animals (lCLA) will hold its 6th symposium in Thessaloniki, Greece, on 8-12 July, 1975 on the themes: 1. laboratory animals in the study of reproduction; 2. training in laboratory animal science. Interested scientists are invited to submit papers related to these main topics. 200-word abstracts should be mailed before 1 February 1975 
GEORGE PORTER PRIZE FUND
Arrangements are in hand for the George Porter Prize Fund to be administered by LASA subject to approval at an Extraordinary General meeting in April 1975. It is hoped to award the filst prize during 1975. Full details will be published in a later issue of the Journal when nominations and supporting statements will be invited.
RESEARCH DEFENCE SOCIETY
A new approach to the problem of animal experiments has been made in the last few years by the proposal that methods should be developed to replace the use of animals in medical research, and that public funds should be made available to develop these methods. While a great deal of information exists in the scientific literature about methods not involving the use of animals, a critical analysis is required to establish how far the development of these methods has gone, to foresee what new developments are likely in the immediate future, and to predict how far it is going to be possible to do without the use of animals in medical research.
Professor D. H. Smyth has undertaken, at the suggestion of the Research Defence Society, to carry out an investigation of this problem and to attempt to summarise the existing position. He intends to approach this problem in a positive way by examining the contribution made to medical problems by tissue culture, computers and other methods not involving the use of living animals, and to examine new developments which are taking place in this direction. Professor Smyth has recently retired from the Chair of Physiology in Sheffield. He is however continuing to work and is accoml11odated in the M RC Unit for Metabolic Studies in Psychiatry at Middlewood Hospital, Sheffield. He would welcome suggestions and information from individuals or societies concerned with this problem.
GNOTOBIOLOGY SYMPOSIUM
The Vth 1nternational Symposium on Gnotobiology will be held in Stockholm 
